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Motivation

▶ Key driver of anti-immigrant sentiment: fears & prejudice about out-group

crime (Fitzgerald, Curtis, and Corliss 2012; Bove, Elia, and Ferraresi 2023).

▶ Large literature on media effects (Riaz, Bischof, and Wagner 2023; Keita, Renault, and Valette 2023;

Couttenier et al. 2021; Berk 2022).

▶ Mismatch between perceptions and reality (Ajzenman, Dominguez, and Undurraga 2023; Roose

2021).

▶ But: media reporting is conditional on what information is available.

▶ Police choose what information to share and when.

▶ This project: politics of police reporting.

▶ Leverage data from > 1 million German police press releases 2014–2024

▶ Test for politically strategic disclosure of information
▶ Reporting of out-group crime increases discontinuously

▶ Prior to local elections
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Data Collection and Processing

▶ Source: Polizei Presseportal

(https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/)

▶ Time period: 2014–2024 (N ≈ 1 million press releases)

▶ We observe:

▶ Location (police station)

▶ Publication date

▶ Coded with GPT-4o Batching API (Prompt):

▶ Crime type

▶ Ethnicity cues: In-group (German) / Out-group / No information

▶ Multiple events (yes/no) and crime status (ongoing vs. concluded)

▶ Performance: validated against human coders

▶ Intercoder Reliability: 0.8 average across categories Cohen’s Kappa,

Krippendorff’s Alpha
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https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/p9ocnv7njea801hfj3z30/Prompt.pdf?rlkey=70yhs07lnxl9dhnjpxqkkh6j0&st=h5hfyjzb&dl=0


Data Collection and Processing

▶ Source: Polizei Presseportal

(https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/)

▶ Time period: 2014–2024 (N ≈ 1 million press releases)

▶ We observe:

▶ Location (police station)

▶ Publication date

▶ Coded with GPT-4o Batching API (Prompt):

▶ Crime type

▶ Ethnicity cues: In-group (German) / Out-group / No information

▶ Multiple events (yes/no) and crime status (ongoing vs. concluded)

▶ Performance: validated against human coders

▶ Intercoder Reliability: 0.8 average across categories Cohen’s Kappa,

Krippendorff’s Alpha

3 / 18

https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/p9ocnv7njea801hfj3z30/Prompt.pdf?rlkey=70yhs07lnxl9dhnjpxqkkh6j0&st=h5hfyjzb&dl=0


Data Collection and Processing

▶ Source: Polizei Presseportal

(https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/)

▶ Time period: 2014–2024 (N ≈ 1 million press releases)

▶ We observe:

▶ Location (police station)

▶ Publication date

▶ Coded with GPT-4o Batching API (Prompt):

▶ Crime type

▶ Ethnicity cues: In-group (German) / Out-group / No information

▶ Multiple events (yes/no) and crime status (ongoing vs. concluded)

▶ Performance: validated against human coders

▶ Intercoder Reliability: 0.8 average across categories Cohen’s Kappa,

Krippendorff’s Alpha

3 / 18

https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/p9ocnv7njea801hfj3z30/Prompt.pdf?rlkey=70yhs07lnxl9dhnjpxqkkh6j0&st=h5hfyjzb&dl=0


Data Collection and Processing

▶ Source: Polizei Presseportal

(https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/)

▶ Time period: 2014–2024 (N ≈ 1 million press releases)

▶ We observe:

▶ Location (police station)

▶ Publication date

▶ Coded with GPT-4o Batching API (Prompt):

▶ Crime type

▶ Ethnicity cues: In-group (German) / Out-group / No information

▶ Multiple events (yes/no) and crime status (ongoing vs. concluded)

▶ Performance: validated against human coders

▶ Intercoder Reliability: 0.8 average across categories Cohen’s Kappa,

Krippendorff’s Alpha

3 / 18

https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/p9ocnv7njea801hfj3z30/Prompt.pdf?rlkey=70yhs07lnxl9dhnjpxqkkh6j0&st=h5hfyjzb&dl=0


Data Collection and Processing

▶ Source: Polizei Presseportal

(https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/)

▶ Time period: 2014–2024 (N ≈ 1 million press releases)

▶ We observe:

▶ Location (police station)

▶ Publication date

▶ Coded with GPT-4o Batching API (Prompt):

▶ Crime type

▶ Ethnicity cues: In-group (German) / Out-group / No information

▶ Multiple events (yes/no) and crime status (ongoing vs. concluded)

▶ Performance: validated against human coders

▶ Intercoder Reliability: 0.8 average across categories Cohen’s Kappa,

Krippendorff’s Alpha

3 / 18

https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/p9ocnv7njea801hfj3z30/Prompt.pdf?rlkey=70yhs07lnxl9dhnjpxqkkh6j0&st=h5hfyjzb&dl=0


Data Collection and Processing

▶ Source: Polizei Presseportal

(https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/)

▶ Time period: 2014–2024 (N ≈ 1 million press releases)

▶ We observe:

▶ Location (police station)

▶ Publication date

▶ Coded with GPT-4o Batching API (Prompt):

▶ Crime type

▶ Ethnicity cues: In-group (German) / Out-group / No information

▶ Multiple events (yes/no) and crime status (ongoing vs. concluded)

▶ Performance: validated against human coders

▶ Intercoder Reliability: 0.8 average across categories Cohen’s Kappa,

Krippendorff’s Alpha

3 / 18

https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/p9ocnv7njea801hfj3z30/Prompt.pdf?rlkey=70yhs07lnxl9dhnjpxqkkh6j0&st=h5hfyjzb&dl=0


Context: Police Press Releases in Germany

▶ Written by: dedicated local police press office

▶ Reporting rules:

▶ State press laws & internal directives

▶ German Press Code §12.1: nationality/ethnicity disclosed only if justified

public interest → inherently vague

▶ Potential for politicization:

▶ Selection: Police choose which incidents to publicize; < 2% of recorded

crimes become press releases

▶ Content: Discretion w.r.t. information disclosure (e.g., nationality,

ethnicity)
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Workflow
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Data: Police Press Releases (2014-2024)

Source: https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/

Bad Segeberg – On the evening of

Thursday, March 23, 2017, an

assault occurred in Norderstedt.

A group of about ten youths with

Arab appearances attacked two

Kurdish brothers (16 and 19).

One suspect is a 17-year-old

Syrian. A second suspect is

described as male, athletic, about

22 years old [...] and was

reportedly speaking Arabic.

The reason for the altercation is

not yet known.
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Classification Performance

Type of Crime

▶ Violent: F1 = 0.92

▶ Property: F1 = 0.97

▶ Other: F1 = 0.82

Ethnicity Cues

▶ No information on perpetrator:

F1 = 0.95

▶ No ethnicity/nationality

mentioned: F1 = 0.85

▶ In-group (German): F1 = 0.83

▶ Out-group / foreign: F1 = 0.91

F1 = 2×
precision× recall

precision+ recall
precision =

TP

TP+ FP
recall =

TP

TP+ FN
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Classification Performance GPT 3.5/ Gemini 1.5 Pro

Type of Crime

▶ Violent: F1 = 0.92/0.90

▶ Property: F1 = 0.94/0.95

▶ Other: F1 = 0.31/0.71

Ethnicity Cues

▶ No information on perpetrator:

F1 = 0.018/0.94

▶ No ethnicity/nationality

mentioned: F1 = 0.36/0.78

▶ In-group (German): F1 =

0.45/0.53

▶ Out-group / foreign: F1 =

0.67/0.88

F1 = 2×
precision× recall

precision+ recall
precision =

TP

TP+ FP
recall =

TP

TP+ FN
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Police Crime Reporting over Time

(a) Press releases over time, by crime type (b) Press releases with foreign perpetrator

Figure 1: Composition of police press releases
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Drivers of Selective Transparency in Police Reporting

▶ Politically strategic disclosure of information

- Test whether police reporting systematically shifts in the days surrounding

state elections

- Regression Discontinuity in Time (RDiT) analysis around local elections
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Strategic reporting around elections

▶ Does the police differentially report out-group crime in the run-up to

local elections?

▶ OLS RDiT estimator around state election cutoff:

Yi = αs,t + β posti + εi

▶ Yi : 1 if release i contains an out-group cue, 0 otherwise

▶ posti = 1{Xi ≥ 0}, with Xi = days from nearest state election for release i

▶ Exclude Xi = 0; use window |Xi | ≤ h with h = 2 days for main spec

▶ αs,t : state × election fixed effects; SEs clustered by state
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Out-Group Cues Around State Elections

Election Day
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Notes: The figure plots the daily mean rate of out-group cues in police press releases (black
points) within ±10 days of each state election. Means are calculated in 2-day bins. Separate
LOESS curves (blue pre-election, red post-election) are fitted on either side of the cutoff (vertical
dashed line).
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RDiT OLS Estimates
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Placebo Treatments

1,000 fake Sundays → findings are unlikely to be driven by random chance or

day-of-the-week effects (p = 0.086).
p−value = 0.0860
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ou

nt

Notes: Distribution of placebo t-statistics. For each of 1,000 iterations, we replace the actual

election date of every state with a Sunday drawn at random from the sample period. We then

re-estimate the main specification in the ±2-day window around these placebo cutoffs and record

the t-statistic on the post indicator. The histogram displays the resulting distribution; the dashed

vertical line marks the true-election t-statistic.
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Wrapping Up

▶ German local police systematically amplify out-group crime cues

- In the days before local elections

▶ Police as powerful gatekeepers of information

- Can shape media narratives and potentially drive public perceptions and

attitudes around immigration and crime
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Thank You !

Get in touch: violeta.haas@iast.fr

@HaasVioleta
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Selection Criteria

Three commonly referenced criteria:

(1) public interest: which considers media inquiries and the visibility of the

incident

(2) investigative value: which relates to calls for witnesses or clarifications of

conflicting facts

(3) proactive communication: which includes managing the narrative in

high-profile cases
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Figure 2: Caption
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Type of crime
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Count of press releases over time



Count by type of crime over time



Figure 3: Press releases with foreign perpetrator













Robustness: varying the bandwidth
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Notes: Results from the main specification for varying bandwidths between 2 and 30 days.
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